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Kirklevington Village Newsletter October 2025
DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES: 

Friday 31st October Halloween Trail
It's almost that bewitching time of year again. The hugely popular Halloween trail will be repeated again this year on Friday 31st October. As before, there will prizes on offer for the best decorated houses: £25 - 1st, £15 - 2nd, £10 - 3rd.  Each year the event grows in popularity and attracts more interest, even from outside the village. So, as our Parish grows in size, so does the competition – so do get your thinking caps (or witch’s hats) on and start thinking about your display. We ask you to give your display a name and contact us with that and your address to enter.  Some houses will be asked \ given a laminated anagram letter which will help spell a Halloween related word. Our residents will be the judges again, as per last year, as it is by far the fairest way of judging - again these need to go into the village hall entrance (white post-box) for counting by 10pm that evening. A list of the entrants addresses, display names and a trail map (with the entry to the judging and anagram on) can be downloaded nearer the time from the website, and printed versions can be collected from the village hall on the night - winners will be notified by the 1st of November. 
To enter please email Kirkcommunity@gmail.com or text 07785 226030. The closing date for entries is 23rd October. There is a WhatsApp group setup for sharing info, please text your name / number to the above if you wish to be added to the group.  Even if you do not wish to enter the competition; we still encourage everyone to join in this amazing event but please do bring torches / lanterns so that everyone is kept safe. Residents are welcomed to leave treats out for kids to avoid being disturbed by door knocking. Previous photos are on the website for some inspiration and we will upload new ones at the end of the event too.
Sunday 9th November: Remembrance day There will be a Community Remembrance service at 10.15am at Kirklevington Church followed by the laying of wreaths. Refreshments will be available in the Village Hall afterwards.
Friday 5th December: Christmas Concert  There will be a Christmas Concert on Friday 5th December at 7pm in Kirklevington Church. Christmas services will be circulated once finalised.
Sunday 7th December: Kirklevington Christmas event 
Join us to welcome Christmas into Kirklevington. Rev Kate Brown will read a blessing of the Christmas Tree in the village hall at 5pm as we light the tree (may hold this outside if weather permits), then the Kirklevington Singers will sing a medley of carols and Christmas songs, to entertain us, encouraging the residents to join in too, they will then take a collection for their chosen charity this year.  After that, food and beverages and Santa’s visit will commence in his grotto as we’re sure he’ll be roused by the wonderful sounds of singing. Refreshments of hot dogs, mince pies and drinks will be served by the KPC to wish all residents a Merry Christmas. Do join us. Any volunteer helpers would be much appreciated at 11am and from 4pm until after the event.
Monday 8th December at 12.15pm William Hall Trust (WHT) Christmas Event:
Following two very successful Christmas lunch events in 2023 and 2024 we are very pleased to announce something a little different for 2025. For this year's treat, we have booked the Everyman Cinema in Northallerton for a private showing of a Christmas movie with some festive refreshments all with a return coach from Kirklevington Village.
Whilst this event is free to those attending, places are limited to 48 on a first come basis and so as before we would like you to nominate your friends, your neighbours, or yourselves paying particular attention to those over 55's who have had some difficult times in the last 12 months. Whether that be loneliness, illness, caring duties, bereavement or other stresses.  Please contact trustee, Helen, with your nominations. For more information about our charity, our support of the Kirklevington Parish Community and contact details please visit https://www.kirkcommunity.co.uk/william-hall-trust   “Christmas Lunch with so many villagers, was absolutely such a happy time. What an enjoyable afternoon” - Corrinne Wilkinson (3rd Dec 2024)”  The WHT are our village charity and they have helped many projects over the year, there is more detail and photos on their website, above, about how they’ve helped the school, guides, sewing group and more.  
Environment Group:
Thanks must go to a growing group of our residents, who have now met a few times, and have been beavering away on public areas, like the 2 main greens and footpaths to build on the work already done by Stockton Council and Care For your Area. If you’d like to join them, please contact Liz B on 07702 080206. They always need more volunteers, so then they can get so much more completed. They have plans for some wild flower areas and better planting of flowers when the KPC get the new gateways into the village on the A67. If anyone has ideas for projects, short or long term, do let Liz know too. They have 4 volunteers working on their D of E at school, helping us too, so that is very commendable and we appreciate their help.
 
Hedges:
It is that time of year again and all summer growth needs to be checked. We have continued to notice hedges encroaching and overlapping onto pavements which can be dangerous; on Forest Lane particularly. All hedges should be in line with your property boundary, not encroaching onto the pavement at all. Please check and cut back your hedges / trees accordingly before SBC issue formal letters requesting you to do this. 

St Martin’s Green:
The newly laid footpaths are so much better – eventually – and are being used by people on foot around St Martin’s Green, but please remember, NO horses on the St Martin’s Green’s pathways. Please respect the public areas otherwise it will erode our walkways and grassy areas.  Please note the temporary public right of way (PRoW) hardcore footpath laid around the western perimeter of the old St Martin’s field, is now redundant and has had work on it to remove the stones and lay to seed again, the straight through connection to the field towards Picton has been reinstated.  Story’s have erected a locked gate at the edge of the houses so no through access is possible now, the entrance to the estate from St. Martin’s Way has now had the fence reinstated and we are considering placing large flower pots there to enhance the area.  The SMG Residents Association group continue to meet in the village hall regularly and the minutes are posted on the notice board, so do look, read and engage \ join with them if there’s any further issues wishing to be discussed

Building Works:
As we expect many of you know, (much more detail is being posted on our FB pages) there are yet more local building plans being submitted to SBC. We urge you to be aware and comment as necessary.
The land east of Holdenfields Farm (Hutchinson’s & Hobbs) has an outline proposal to build 600 dwellings by Taylor Wimpey. We urge you to look at the planning and have your say: 25/1330/OUT. This one is in our parish, the other 2 are in Yarm, but will affect your travelling and Yarm’s traffic and facilities. 
Morley Carr: Gladman Homes plan 495 homes west of Morley Carr and consultation is open until 17th October, so please do go on this site to comment: https://yarm-gladman.hub.arcgis.com
Mount Leven: Miller Homes then held a consultation evening on 2nd September for 376 homes; 60% being suitable for elder residents, and more, smaller affordable homes and bungalows with a local farm shop, country park and padel courts. 
The ‘Judges’ development is ongoing, with a separate flyer recently sent out for residents to comment on improving the footpath and adding a cycle lane. We await judgement. 

Dogs:
We have noticed an improvement in the amount of dog poo being left on our streets, so thank you to those who are doing their duty.  Please also continue to use all of the bins erected around the village, or take it home with you, please  don’t just overfill one, whilst others remain half full.  We have had a report stating that people are allowing their dogs to poo on gardens, so this is a polite reminder for dog owners not to let their dogs poo on private front gardens please, this has happened on several occasions and we do appreciate the majority are respectful, however there is always a minority who need to consider others more please.


CHURCH NEWS AND DATES: 
Thank you to all who are supporting the ' Love in a Box' Charity appeal again this year. All filled shoe boxes need to be completed by Sunday 2nd November. If you feel you cannot make up a box but could donate something towards one, then please leave donations at the back of church or in the porch at 19, The Green. Our Messy Church children will be making up boxes for you! Then on Sunday 2nd November at 10am - 'Love in a Box ' family service on when all boxes will be blessed before being shipped to Romania. Many thanks for your continued support.
Sunday 9th November at 10.15am - The village Remembrance Sunday service will be held at church and attended by members of Stockton council, our Parish Council, School, Village Hall as well as our local Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Guides. There will be a 2 minute silence at 11am followed by our Act of Remembrance, including the laying of wreaths. All are welcome to attend. Refreshments will be served afterwards in the Village Hall.
Sunday 30th November at 3.30pm:  Annual 'Bridge of Light 'service will be held in church. During this service, we will be reading out the names of those who have died, as well as lighting candles in their memory. Please let Rev Kate know of any loved ones you would like to be remembered.
CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES/EVENTS:
Friday 28th November 7pm: Our much-loved Christmas Concert will be held in church, showcasing the Ladies Choir, our local Taiko drumming group, together with a number of other individual 'acts'. Tickets for this popular event will be on sale shortly and all proceeds will be for church funds. Don't miss out! For further information, contact Rev Kate.
Thurs 18th December at 7pm - Candlelit Community Carol Service in church
Weds 24th December at 3.30pm - Our very popular Crib Service!
24th December at 8pm - Bethlehem Christmas Communion service.
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