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Road Safety Reminder: A Plea to Drivers and Contractors
The Parish Council would like to issue a polite but firm reminder to all motorists, commercial contractors, and domestic service providers operating in and around Kirklevington regarding road safety.
We have recently been made aware of a highly concerning near-miss where a piece of heavy commercial gardening equipment bounced completely out of an unsecured trailer and onto a public road. This occurred in a busy residential area and could have easily resulted in serious injury.

We also ask all drivers to watch their speed when entering the village from both ends of Forest Lane and particularly around tight bends like The Green and Strathmore Drive and the winding roads of St Martins Green. Please secure your loads, check your speed, and help us keep our community safe, can we ask that all residents drive with caution on our roads.  There are lots more children who play out, ride their bikes and scooters after school and at weekends. We are constantly receiving complaints about drivers who really do not care about the safety of others and drive far too fast. 

Parish Planning Applications. Planning Applications that affect the Parish can now be found on the Village website under Home - Planning Applications, these will change after a couple of months when new applications are notified and discussed at each council meeting.

A Friendly Reminder to Our Local Dog Owners. Kirklevington is a wonderful community for pets and owners alike, but the Parish Council would like to share a gentle reminder regarding persistent dog barking.  We have recently been contacted by residents concerning dogs being left in gardens or homes where they are barking and howling for extended periods. Often, owners are completely unaware that this is happening because it occurs while they are out at work or running errands.  Prolonged barking can cause considerable stress to neighbours, especially those who work from home, have young children, or are elderly. As a reminder, statutory noise problems are managed directly by the Environmental Health department at Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council, rather than the Parish Council. Thank you for helping us keep our village a peaceful and harmonious place to live for everyone.

Parish Council members. The Parish council has two positions to fill with the resignations of both Liz Blanchard who has recently moved out of the village and Nigel DeBadgecoe who after 8 years has stepped away from council activities. Nigel was the Chair of the Parish Council, a position now taken up by Neil Clement. The P.C thank them for their commitment to the village over the years and we wish both Liz and Nigel well for the future.  If you are willing to join the parish council, contact the Parish Clerk at kirklevingtonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk.

A67 speed reduction. The Parish Council are continuing to work with Stockton Borough Council on a speed reduction on the A67 to make entering and exiting the village a safer experience. There will be additional lighting, the existing 40mph terminal signs will be replaced with illuminated 30mph terminal signs on both sides of the carriageway, and a total of four new gateway signs will be installed. Councilor Andrew Sherris has kindly provided the Parish Council with part funding of £10,000 which is ring-fenced towards the scheme.



Kirklevington Village Embroidery. Designed and created by the village’s monthly ‘Craft & Chat Group’ over the last two years based on historical pictures and information. The map boundary is copied from OS maps and the old Tithe map (seen nearby) and with the help of local history enthusiast Ros Butler. All of the pieces are their representations of some of the historical properties in Kirklevington, pictured over many decades. They are either sewn, felted, appliquéd or embroidered by many ladies, sometimes for the first attempt at these styles. Thank you to all of the village ladies involved. It has taken about 22 months, since the ambitious project was suggested by Liz, to become this amazing, completed artwork, with the help of Phil at Yarm Framers.  Sponsored, with thanks, by The Kirklevington & Castle Leavington Parish Council and to be displayed in the village hall for everyone to enjoy. Do go and take a look, it is proudly displayed in the large hall now. The Tithe map will also be there very soon to accompany it. 
Halloween. The Halloween trail is planned for 31st October, residents from all corners of the village are invited to participate with displays. The trail includes various displays some displaying a letter, when all letters are collected, they will form an anagram, the sheet will also require the displays house number under each letter collected. Download the answer sheet, trail & map from the village website on the day and return to the village hall box on the night, Prizes are given for the top 3 displays, and the winning anagram sheet, all correct sheets will be entered into the hat and the winner drawn out.
Horse Rider complaints. Several complaints were received of horse riders riding on village footpaths and surrounding green space. This has the potential to be exacerbated with the plan for the land running adjacent to Ash Grove up to the Judges development to become an equestrian exercise area. 
Highway Code 54. You MUST NOT take a horse onto a footpath or pavement, and you should not take a horse onto a cycle track. Use a bridleway where possible. The village has two bridleways one is to be found on the road opposite the Crown, and the other is off Forest Lane just past the railway bridge.

Race night funds for charity. The annual Village Race night was held as a part of the Kirkfest events and through the willingness of residents of the village to take part along with the donations received, we were able to donate funds for Cash for Kids of close to £350. This charity was chosen by the winning team of the quiz that was run alongside the virtual races.

Environment group. The group has been active around the village for some years now managed by Liz Blanchard. With Liz leaving the village for pastures new the group are in need of a new organiser. If you are interested in the work the group was involved with around the village and would like to kickstart it again, please contact kirkcommunity@gmail.com

St Martin’s Green Residents Association. This group that has been involved with reporting items to the developer has been suspended due to the Chair taking up the position of Chair to the Parish Council. This decision was necessary to avoid a conflict of interest as the group works closely with the P.C. If any residents would be interested in reforming the association, please contact kirkcommunity@gmail.com where interested parties can be brought together.

Tree Replacement. The Residents Association for St Martins Green have been in communication with the developer over the large number of tree specimens that have failed. A database of around 40 was compiled, giving the exact locations, this was supplied and the landscaper has eventually been out to mark the trees for replacement.

Speed watch volunteers. The Parish Council is seeking volunteers and group organiser to participate in a village speed watch group; the necessary PPE provided by the P.C. Contact Kirkcommunity@gmail.com. 
We will be partnering directly with Cleveland Police to launch an official, volunteer-led community speed-watch scheme right here in Kirklevington.
How does it work? Trained local volunteers will stand at police-approved, safe locations on Forest Lane using radar speed guns to log speeding vehicles. This data goes straight to Cleveland Police, who issue formal warning letters to the vehicle owners. Repeat offenders will receive a direct visit from the police. It is a highly visible, proven way to force drivers to slow down and respect our village limits.
To get this scheme off the ground, we need a minimum of 6 volunteers to include a group coordinator, from members of our community, no volunteers would mean no scheme can be run.
Time commitment: Fully flexible. Even just 1 or 2 hours a month makes a massive difference. Sessions are run in small teams of two or three people.      
Who can apply: Any local resident aged 18 or over.                                      
Training: Full health, safety, and equipment training will be provided by Cleveland Police, and all volunteers are fully insured.

Garden Hedges. It is great to see that so many residents have inspected their hedges and made sure that they are not obstructing footpaths.  Hedges that are still causing a problem, can we request that you cut them back. We now have considerably more families with prams, residents in wheelchairs, and pedestrians with children, everyone needs to use our footpaths without the need to walk on to the road. Please keep the village footpaths clear of overhanging vegetation.

Pump Lane play park. The play park maintenance has continued over the summer with the grass and the hedges cut, we have had a deep clean with the path and the equipment jet washed although the pigeons fight back, and new fence has been erected by the owner of Orchard House with a grant towards costs from the Parish Council. Please observe the “No Dogs” policy in both the Pump Lane and St Martins Green parks, to safeguard our young children who may sit or crawl on the grass.
William Hall Trust. In 1692 a Kirklevington resident, William Hall, bequeathed in his Will, a piece of land to the people of Kirklevington. He requested that income from the land be used for the benefit of the poor of the village. Three trustees, one of whom to be the Vicar of Kirklevington, would ensure such income would be distributed twice yearly among the poor of Kirklevington on Trinity Sunday and Christmas Day.  An inscribed plaque in the Church porch confirms these details.  We assume that for nearly 200 years, the charity operated in accordance with William Hall's instructions.  Limited records for some of that time do demonstrate this. We now welcome Damian Hadfield as trustee alongside Revd. Darren Moore and Helen Ferrar.  For more information on The William Hall Trust and how it can help you or your organisation and evidence of the latest grants, please see the village website.
Village Hall Bookings. The village Hall Booking has moved from using a manual system to a new automated online system called Hallmaster. This greatly simplifies booking and invoice management for the trustees
The system can still be accessed via the Kirklevington Community webpage here: 
https://www.kirkcommunity.co.uk/village-hall

There is a user guide available on the new booking page that you can view.
https://www.hallmaster.info/Docs/Hallmaster-Public-User-Guide.pdf
Trustees will still be available to help with bookings etc. this will not change. If you have any questions, please contact the trustees via their new email address:  kirklevingtonvhbookings@gmail.com

Village Bowls Club. There are vacancies for new members in Kirklevington Indoor Bowls Club.  We meet on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 9.45 until 12.00 in the Village Hall.
No experience needed and all are welcome to come and have a look – no obligation to join. It’s a very sociable group, with occasional outings to local restaurants.
For further details, please contact Martin or Julia Greenwood.  Tel: 01642 783475

Kirklevington Church. A few forthcoming dates for your diary:
Sunday November 1st The 'Love in a Box' Family Service at 10am. All welcome.
We have been busy making up Christmas boxes (shoe boxes) to be sent to the orphanages in Romania. All boxes can be brought to the service as they will be blessed before being sent or left in the porch at 19 The Green. We have been collecting items to go in the boxes and these too can be left also. Messy Church children will be packing boxes on Saturday 31st October in church. If you would like to offer some help, please contact:  Helen.wilson86@hotmail.co.uk

Sunday November 8th Remembrance Sunday at 10.15am
Everyone is welcome to attend the short community service. This will be followed by an act of remembrance/ laying of wreaths outside church.
The Guides, Cubs, Beavers and Scouts will also be attending, together with Council/Village representatives. There will be refreshments in the Village Hall afterwards.

Sunday November 15th Conformation Service at 10am.
4 of our Messy Church children will be confirmed by the Bishop of Whitby, Barry Hill. All are very welcome to attend. There will be refreshments after the service. after the service!

Saturday 21st November, Messy Church - 3.30-5pm in the Village Hall.  The theme will be 'The gift of Christmas'. More details and booking to follow.

Friday 27th November Christmas concert at 7pm, Tickets will be £6 and will be on sale shortly. A popular evening with our ladies choir/ drumming group and other ‘acts’ together with audience participation! 

Sunday 29th November, The Bridge of light memorial service at 3.30pm. when we remember those who are no longer with us, as we light the bridge of lights in church. If you would like the name of loved ones read out in the service, please contact Rev Kate.

Sunday 13th December Children’s Christmas party, 3 - 5pm in the Village Hall, with a visit from Father Christmas! This is a joint Parish Council/Messy Church event. Further details and booking arrangements to follow.

Monday 21st December Community Carol Service in church at 7pm.

Christmas Eve Crib service 3.30pm in the church.

Christmas Day service: 9.30am in church.
There is certainly a lot happening in the next few weeks! Look forward to seeing you at some of these events! Every blessing, Rev Kate
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