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Kirklevington Village Newsletter SPRING/SUMMER 2026  

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:  (This year’s popular Kirkfest events are being spread over the weekend of 12-14th June.)
Fri 12th June: 7pm Race Night in the Village Hall.   We are running the same event as last year as many thoroughly enjoyed the evening. It will be £5 per person (adults only) which will pay for prizes, hall hire, and include a complimentary £2 bet voucher. You will be given tote cards for 8 races, where you can bet your own money on horses and might win more back. Please bring plenty of small change, to bet with. In between races we will have some picture quiz sheets to keep you entertained and prizes will be given for those also. Tickets can be purchased from the council email kirkcommunity@gmail.com or by texting Liz on 07702080206 or Neil 07  please bring your own refreshments and snacks.	 
Saturday 13th June: Children’s games/races will be held on The Green at 2.30pm, please bring your children along, however, a Friendly Safety Reminder that all children must be accompanied by a responsible adult at all times. The organisers cannot take responsibility for unsupervised children. Parents and guardians remain responsible for the children in their care throughout the event. Thank you for helping us keep the event safe and fun for everyone!
This will be followed by the ever-popular Picnic on The Green from 4pm-close, just bring your own food, chairs or blankets. We hope to get the ice-cream and pizza vans to attend again too, so please share the evening with new and old friends alike. (as above - please adhere to parental responsibility here also.)
Sunday 14h June: Join us for afternoon tea in the Village Hall from 2-4pm to close out the events, its free as always.  We are always on the hunt for more regular volunteers at such events, and now we have more residents, please do consider getting involved to help out your community. Please contact us on the email address above to volunteer. 

Saturday 2nd May: ‘After the Flood’ Messy church event, with crafts, songs, creativity and free tea.  15.30-17:00

ENVIRONMENT GROUP:  
Some village volunteers, with a band of 4 Duke of Edinburgh students from Conyers, made a good start in Feb, March and April at clearing the Pump Lane pavements and the rough borders of SMG (St Martins Green). The environment group are aiming to present the entrance ways into Kirklevington in a much more colourful and tidier manner. So, we’ve cleared the old, overgrown, dead plants and aim to plant wildflower seeds in various patches around Pump Lane. We all need to appreciate our environment and care for it.  We always welcome more volunteers as we would then be able to achieve so much more. Some jobs might include, leaf removal, clearing pathways, tidying up planters and washing signs and keeping the play equipment clean and tidy. We will be meeting again on Saturday 9th or Sunday 10th May at the village hall (date and time to be confirmed).  For those who would like to join us, we will be concentrating on planting seeds and clearing more patches ready for seeding. Please contact Liz: 07702 080206 



KPC PLANS:  
SBC have approved the reduction of the 40mph to 30mph speed limit around The Crown’s bend due to the many serious accidents and\or near misses that have occurred on this stretch. SBC/KPC will need to install additional street lighting, signage and new ‘gateways’ to our village as part of the A19/A67 upgrade due in around summer 2026, We will update you once we have a firmer date.  On behalf of the Parish Council, we would like to extend a special thank-you to our ward councillors for their significant grant towards the cost of these engineering works.

Leaflet Delivery: We would welcome and appreciate peoples help in delivering newsletters, particularly from Oaklands and St Martins Green.  As the village grows so does the distribution area, so help is always needed – if you are available, please contact us on kirkcommunity@gmail.com with your contact details.  

KIRKLEVINGTON LADIES SOCIAL GROUP:
The ladies group committee have asked us to include some information about their monthly group. They meet on the first Thursday of the month from 7:30pm - approx 9:00pm. There is always wine or soft drinks available. Often there are speakers who attend and talk about various topics, such as birds, their fashion career, walks, charities and then they host a treasure hunt/quiz in the summer and a Christmas event in December. The cost is £20 membership for the year and pay for extras such as the Christmas event and some ad-hoc meetings, (such as a trip this June to see a wedding dress exhibition. Please contact Maureen on 01642 790234 if you’re interested in joining. It is rare that spaces are available, but there are a few currently. 

THE WILLIAM HALL TRUST
It is with great sadness that we acknowledge the sudden passing of our dearest fellow trustee Dr James (Jim) Parker in January.  Jim had been in the role of Chair Trustee for 4 years and in that time had served the charity diligently and with utmost humanity, supporting our local community.  Greatly respected and admired by the other trustees, Darren and Helen, he will be sorely missed.  RIP Jim and our sincere condolences to your wife Ann and family.
We now welcome Damian Hadfield as trustee alongside Revd Darren Moore and Helen Ferrar.  For more information on The William Hall Trust and how it can help you or your organisation, please visit www.kirkcommunity.co.uk   written by Helen Ferrar, April 2026.

WASTE COLLECTIONS:
SBC have had a difficult start to the new systems, but as with any new service there will be expected teething problems.  For clarity both your provided recycling bags (blue and white), food caddy, any electricals, clothes and batteries; can go out to be collected every week as they’re recycled. Your 2 large Wheely bins go out every fortnight from 7th April, your garden waste (in the purchased brown bins) will be collected until 17th November. Please see the website for more information on this (www.kirkcommunity.co.uk ) plus numerous reminders placed on the different Facebook groups [Kirklevington Village News], [St Martin’s Green Kirklevington Residents Page] and [The Oaklands – Kirklevington].  Please be aware that the Kirklevington Village Facebook group is ran by the Parish Council and only used for updates and village events, we do not allow advertising of any sort.  we do not monitor or moderate the other sites content and cannot be held responsible for posts.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH VOLUNTEERS:
We have always been approached by students in the village to help with their volunteering element of the D of E award that Conyers (and other schools run). We had 2 boys last year who helped at events, but this year 4 students are helping with litter picking, gardening/environment projects and all community events. We do really appreciate the effort they are putting in and wish to thank them on your behalf. Teenagers get bad press so often, but these 4 are pleasant, accommodating and helpful. Thank you to Tom, Jamie and Olivia, plus Sofia, who doesn’t actually even live in the village!). Please do feel free to approach us with other similar requests next year.

After five years at the helm as Chair of the Parish Council, and numerous years as a councillor prior to that, Nigel De Badgecoe has decided it is now the right time to stand down and let Neil Clements (Vice Chair) assume the role, Nigel will however remain on the Parish Council and continue to support us for the foreseeable of course.
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